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The purpose of this meeting is to inform residents about the arrangements which have been put in place 
to fight the Muller Homes planning appeal.  This is an opportunity for residents to ask questions or make 
comments.  Members hope that the Parish Council’s action will be supported as being in the best 
interests of the community as a whole.  
 
 

MULLER HOMES – PLANNING PROPOSALS FOR STAPELEY 
(APPLICATIONS 12/3746N AND 12/3747N) 

 
PUBLIC INQUIRY – 18 FEBRUARY 2014 (FOUR DAYS) 

 
The following notes are intended to give background to the appeal lodged by Muller Homes when its 
two planning applications (12/3746N and 12/3747N) for development on land south of the Cronkinson 
Farm development at Stapeley, were refused by Cheshire East Council. In fact, it was only application 
12/3747N which was refused. Application No. 12/3746N was deferred. Residents will probably be aware 
that a few days before application 12/3746N was considered by the Strategic Planning Board (3 April 
2013), four category “A” oak trees, which were a principal reason for recommending refusal, were felled.  
The Board, therefore, deferred consideration of the application, and Muller appealed on the grounds of 
non-determination.  As noted above, the appeal is to be heard over four days, commencing 18 February 
2014. 

     
 

The Parish Council has set aside a total fund of £20,000 to fight the appeal.  Information notes have 
been added to the website at each key milestone, and each newsletter has carried an update. 
 

Councillors have been aware since July 2012 that Muller Homes was planning a large-scale 
development in the parish.  Over the following few months, the proposals were discussed and in 
November 2012 the Parish Council appointed Bob Hindhaugh Consultants Ltd. to conduct a technical 
review of the transport data which accompanied the two planning applications.  The review cost £1,500.  
 

At a meeting later in November 2012, the Parish Council formulated its extensive objections to the two 
applications and the Hindhaugh report was appended as part of these observations.  
 

Arrangements (and costs) for representation at the Public Inquiry are as follows: 
 

  A barrister has been appointed to act as advocate at the Inquiry.  Her costs are 
approximately £4,500 for the brief, £1,250 for each day at the Inquiry and £1,000 
for an on-site meeting and conference with witness parties.  
 

The Parish Council did consider engaging a specialist solicitor, but professional 
advice is to the effect that barristers are more skilled at cross-examination than a 
solicitor, albeit one with specialist planning knowledge. 
 

£9,250 

  Independent safety audit to be carried out to support the evidence to be presented 
and to counter arguments put forward by Singleton Clamp Partnership (SCP). 
 

£700 
 

  Bob Hindhaugh will attend the Inquiry as an expert witness. 
 

£1,500 

  In addition, Mr Hindhaugh has reviewed the later, similar applications, submitted 
by Muller Homes (13/4384N and 13/4390N) and this has cost £1,100. 

 

£1,130 

  Solicitor engaged to instruct the barrister. £2,500 
 

  Keith Nord (parish councillor) will attend the Inquiry as a witness on behalf of the 
Parish Council.  
 

 

 TOTAL £15,080 
 

In conclusion, since preparing for the Inquiry, the Parish Council has also submitted formal objections 
to the two later (similar) planning applications submitted by Muller Homes (13/4384N and 13/4390N). 

 

COMMUNITY MEETING – 4 FEBRUARY 2014 
STAPELEY COMMUNITY HALL, PEAR TREE FIELD, STAPELEY  

 

7.30 PM – 8.30 PM 
 


